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A 'flitter flight KAL 007 Wtttt tne wwi n J zt>y ,,rci t «'«7 «*.♦ oionr ffiolivd. Uelci 

it 'mey be appropriate to commence a dispassionate anolyu is of Attache has therefore decided to publish this disturbing retie 

-the horrific incident. -The aim of this apprauat is purely tony' of the * facts jn .jhc hope that it will inspire J U rih 


and understand what might have happened, and the method inn 
introduce some new and hitherto unpublished perspectives. The 
editor does not necessarily agree with all t he author's views, and, 
indeed, this magazine has already staled that it did not believe 
that KAL 007 had a "spy” mission, but the fresh material 
adduced here gives much to ponder . Yet in public at least, apart 
from occasional snide remarks, the superpowers seem to luwe 
dropped the issue, even though many questions concerned with the 


that it will 

investigation. Scientific inquiry is needed, not namc-collmg a? 
mud- slinging. 

The author, who far professional reasons must rema 
anonymous is well known to the editor end is willing to enter in 
correspondence on any of the issues raised here or to supp 
further background. Letters addressed do The Editor will 
forwarded by Defence Altachd, which reserves the right 
publish extracts. 


Reassessing the Sakhalin incident 
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Soviet Chief of Staff Marshall Nikolai Ogarkcru indicates the coincident j light of KAL 007 and the RC-13S, as the same height 
Speed, some 200-250nii from Soviet territory — ie towards maximum range for ground-based radar. Map time 5.00 shewt 
commencement equals 16.00 GMT. At 16.10 theliC-135 turned back. KAL 007 made the first Soviet landfall at 16.30 


IN MAY 1 960 a U-2 reconnaissance aircraft piloted by Gary 
Powers was brought down in the vicinity of Sverdlovsk in 
the Soviet Union. This event nut only demolished the Paris 
Summit Meeting between liiscnhowcr and Khrushchev, 
but signalled the end of th e abilit y t o use aircraft for 
reconnaissance purposes over Inc USSR. This function 
could now only be performed by satellite, but at the time of 
the U-2’s destruction no payload had ever been returned 
from space. Discoverer was the name of the US programme 
dedicated to developing the capability for photographic 
reconnaissance from earth urbit j, with th e rc^u rn of a film « t 
containing capsule. The first recovery was achieved with 


Discoverer 13, launched 9 August\l960. By 1963/1964 tl 
US had attained an advanced ^operiubrtaj capability wi 
photographic reconnaissance satellites and had put them 
sophisticated tactical use. 

It would have Been surprising if, during the period wb» 
photo-rcconnaissance (I’R) satellite JeqbfliftUSV >’« 

- * process Which Was'fim 
obvious to any interested student - corresponding elfin 
had not been made to develop electronic intelligence, 
CLINT satellites, universally known es Ferrets. In Inc 
Ferrets came along only a couple of years behind <hdr i’ 
counterparts, although for various reasons electron 
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huidnm imvlving a 7-.?9 ,n„hw IM: could thy line bcailinkcdioll^^ 


intelligence^ operations have been kept much more 
clandestine and arc far less well understood hy the general 
pgblic. Had it not been so, the introduction of* HUNT 
techniques from orbit would have been seen to Ik quite as 
dramatic a II v_iua xkul as the exit of the reconnaissance 
aircraft! The time evas I9W, four years after the shooting 
down oft he U -2. 


Eavesdropp;»ty 

The orhital characteristics of Ferret-type satellites are 
well understood, and the reader may he referred to the 
excellent article US Rccotuuiisstittcc Soh'llitc /Vngriwwi i-r hy 
Anthony Kenden in the magazine Spaceflight, published by 
the British Interplanetary Society, issnc^daicdjnly 7, I97.S. 
To quote briefly from this article: "Their mission is to pick 
up anj record radio and radar transmissions while they arc- 
over foreign territory^ for later replay hack to ground 
stations at home for analysis. In this way it is possible to 
locate the enemy’s aircraft and missile defence radars, and 
deduce a good deal about their characteristics and 
performance, to eavesdrop on military and government 
communications . . . This knowledge gives a great insight 
into the offensive and defensive threats posed hy the 
opposition, and into his strategy and future plans" 
Similarly, "Principles of Hlcctronic Warfare”, hy R.J. 
Schlcsingcr ct ah, published at the beginning of 1962, a 
couple of years before Ferret satellites made their 
^operatio nal described another relevant aspect of 

Electronic Reconnaissance: “Another procedure for 
faulting information , , , would Ik to activate elements of a 
nation’s defense intentionally and carefully observe the 
ensuing activity. *] his stratagem could he accomplished hy 
directing an aircraft, or flight of aircraft, to approach the 
early-warning radars of the enemy’s defense system. How 
deep the penetration would be allowed to progress is a 
matter of conjecture and policy . . . These pr.Kcdures are 
both militarily and politically dangerous and arc not 
generally subscribed to hy major powers in time of peace.** 
On January 19 1964 a satellite was launched from 
Vamlenberg Air Force Rase in California, of undiselo M-.l 
which was recognized as having the nrhitaf 
characteristics likely to Ik associated with Ferrets, its 


course over the F—' - " • ■ ""•’"‘■•iiicni imueeu to the writer s kn 
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launch of the satellite — a United States Air Force T-39 jet 
trainer flew into East German airspace near Diedorf anC 
after pcniratmg some lOOkin was shot down by a Soviet 
lighter with the consequent deaths of all three cre'" :: 
members, precipitating a major diplomatic confrontation'! 

K-twcKn .hcUSA^d the USSR. The US dcS Z 1 

iiilhIuiI as a careless and mcxcusahle act of violence 
against an aircraft which had strayed accidentally over the 
demarcation line between East and West Germany.” The 
Soviet Embassy in Washington however refused to accept 
the American protest note, saying there was every reason To 
believe the Might was not in error. 

From the information published by both sides it was 
possible to trace the route Mown hy the T-39 during the 
penetration with considerable accuracy, and to establish 
that penetration of East German airspace began at 13 55 
GMl and terminated with the destruction of the plane at 
about 14.02, ic seven minutes later. Where, over the entire 
B'ViiV b was ,hc suspect Ferret satellite at thisTime? 

Climbing rapidly towards a high point on the Western 
horizon, as viewed from the area of penetration, is the 
R was in fact on a northbound course ta king" it 
Western France and the British Isles, a^dltits 
highest point in the sky it would have been at ILLEGIB 
jdevanou'. In other words h would have been in optimunL 
.position to record radar activity directed from the East 
towards the intruder. AX ould have been, rather than was, 
fur the optimum position would have been reached between 
about H.04 and 14.05, roughly over the Channel, and the 
aircraft had Ken shot down about 2Vi minutes earlier So 
rapid was the transit or the satellite that at this earlier time it 
had yet to cross the Pyrenees, and was only jusicntcrine the 
zone where Soviet radar transmissions might be 
intercepted. It might therefore seem that the penetration 
had been expected to last a few minutes longer, and had 
Ken cut short KTore its military value could be maximized. 

Whatever other conclusions might be drawn the 
possibility of all this happening by sheer coincidence 
appeared calctilably remote — about 200 to I against in 
*bc satellite King where it was by chanEc? ~ 

While the Soviet Union clearly believed the incident to bc 
dehK-rutc, it did not sny anything about the satellite 
involvement (indeed to the writer’s knowledge nuihim- has 

□ nnocynn/n 7Dnrn onnrH /vvac a 
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mi stile 

At liic time. Western observers considered tin: United 
States e m it led to proceed in t i ll s w av with - m ilUil O C 3 tt« dlL 
pud jiivr ^'U N, if it m> vyis hc J. Nor wus l he Union iuIk 
I damcd for reacmTg as lUiay). Of course, the Soviet Union 
may genuinely not have related the satellite to the intrusion, 
tir altcrnativcly'it may have been cunning enough not to say 
so. Subsequent events demonstrated that the US decided 
that the Soviet Union had genuinely not been aware of the 
satellite; for, having come to this conclusion, the US would 
assume it retained the option of exploiting the satellite 
again. Now a characteristic of the Ferret-type orbit is that it 
appears very stable: the satellite continues to pass at about 


ILLEGIB 

prolonged navigational deviation, ultimately flying a course 
approximately parallel to but 500km to the west of the 
internati onal airway it. should have been on, while, 
according" to the detailed report in The Sunday Times of'4 
September, still reporting positions as if it were flying along 
the airway. It penetrated Soviet airspace for the first lime 
over Kamchatka, emerged to cross the Sea of Okhotsk, then 
penetrated for the second time, an hour and thirty-five 
minutes later, over Southern Sakhalin, where it was shut 

down. ILLEGIB 

Hie Si *vicl Union eventually published an extended 


appears very stable: the satellite continues iu r u» -« -v... analysis of the incident in rraxula^JJl^cM crnbcr,i.v^rjhs. 
the same local time in the wnicj£j® Looking at this iiajncofAJarshatl Kirsanov. This analysts deserved a largt- 

. ii!.- i i a l„ ,,i^,ui»,i it. ii ni iniorvnU of scale intelligence operation allegedly orchestrated by the 

US. The central feature was identified as co-ordination 
between the movement of t lie Korean airliner and repeated 
passes by a US Fcrrct-D satellite. This ELINT satellite 
made, it was claimed, three o peration al p asses. The first 
came well before the airliner approached Soviet territory, 

. . . * r iv . r I 


particular satellite, it could be calculated that at intervals of 
several Jays it would return almost exactly over its previous 
track. For example, bn January 28 1964 it had crossed the 
5lTN parallel (a convenient reference) at 2V5°W, and on 
March 10 — 42 days later — it wool J cross at 2*W at almost 
the same lime of day. Imagine then the shattering effect oL* 


the same time ol day. imagine men me siiaucruife wiivui vw. »v — * ~ , ' 

the news on March 10, that another USAF aircraft <j/i» ‘ .and J^d^^.r i^, of re ading Suvrgt rjula t and 
/ ii„, e on JW-66 twin-jet reconnaissance aircraft, had flown electronic cntissiunsji^n^sjru^uaoJcve^ I he second 

into Cast German airspace- onlv some 50 milct north of the was accurate in the minute as the airliner made its first 

previous intrusion, and a, almost the tame time, to he shot down Soviet landfall, creating an "alert" situation in which the 

/ rrci more promptly. This time the erew of three paroe holed to intensity of electronic emtss.ons was approximately 

f lofety — perhaps tltey were better prepared. It is a significant 'doubled .1 he third pass was equally accurately timed as the 

paint The Smjet Vmon, however, (messejj hy not immediately airliner made us second landfall. 


^ disclosing &r fo7± thal they haJ survived. 

Navigational errors 

This time the diplomatic developments followed a 
different p;ith. The Soviet Union h:ul previously demanded 
that measures should be taken to prevent a repetition of the 
January 2S incident. Manifestly, the US had failed to do so 
and it did pot have a diplomatic Ie|* tp stand on. Amidst 
renewed protestations of navigational errors and 
instrument failures, the erew returned in a 
- » which was also shared by 
the commander of the lOtli 1 act teal Reconnaissance \> mg 
lu which they belonged. ! . 

As the years went by, these two clojsclydimcd incidents 
be gan ni stand clea rl y al one in the historical perspective. 
"There had been nothing like them bgfore and there was 
nothing like them again. The season for navigational errors 
and instrument failures was over, at least, any_ wh ich h ad_ 
such dire results. Until, that is, the night o£ August $1/ 


Little attention has been paid in the West to this account, 
probably because the general public d i>cs nut in the le qM. 
u nderstan d t he techniques of electronic warfare and so is 
"hijrdly able It* follow t lie argument, but in the light of the 
l%4 inciden ts hjs entirely consistent. The only difference 
is the much lugncrlcvcl of sophistication employed in 1083, 
providing the co mparative iti it i ial i and_ lat er monitori ng of 
Soviet military' cTearonic activity, two successive intntsinnj^ 
and, according to the l’ravda article, the involvement of 
several US military aircraft and at least one naval vessel, the 
frigate /Wgrr. While in all the circumstances ,j l is entirely 
credible that the Soviet account has Ken ignored, it seems 
lair to say thul/knowlcdgc of the earlier incidents had been 
available, the reaction might have been different, 

If we accepl that the 1964 incidents, *ecn in retrospect, 
tend to validate the Soviet account, can we then lock, 
deeper into the matter and Identify any further relevant 
factor not so far r eyer ded by either the US or the Soviet 
UnionMndecd we can /but first there arc some c«ontsjn_ 
tune about the emerging story ol Might 007. One is that the 


such uire resuns, uimi, wi;u is, mv ° ° . . , rr..,* 

*>' — ■’“* u i ***«■» r t- r- a Pliitht fW17 a l : rrrci k ^\ r Hit cr ha J dcrortc J below t he cfh-wti 
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that respect the intelligence operation had probably been 
completed. The Soviet Union, in interrupting the flight, 
[ .left matters to the last possible moment. This is byrontrast 
with the 1964 incidents when the reaction was so prompt 
that it must be doubted whether any worthwhile military 
results could have been obtained. Of course, on these 
occasions the intruding aircraft were clearly military amj 
there would have been no compunction about shooting 
them down if the y failed pro mptly to obey signals toland. If 
US intelligence services planned ihcTCorcan incident, they 
wmtldl uve been in no doubt thauh ev qould, noLachtCML. 
their aim s with a military aircraft. Equally, they wuuliLnot 
achieve their aims with a manifestly civilian aircraft, 
because a manifestly civilian aircraft would not have the 
effect of turning on _ a ll maa ncL of military radars and 
electronics. They would need to offer an aircraft ofi piy aljy 
a pparently military character, which would turn out later to 
civilian. This would be the explanation for 
the co-in cident flieht of K.AL007 with a US military aircraft 
of similar profile, an RC-135, within range of Soviet radars, 
less than half an hour before the first Soviet landfall. It was a 
dum mx-scj hn g tadt crcaungjJig. I^> s^jjb H ijj^h n t^a m i 1 


have concluded that the US would not hazard a gt 
civilian aircraft in this way, that it w ||_LEGIBHy F 
intelligence aircraft, and that pr ovisio n would ha 
jnad c for whatever crew members were on board t; 
by parachute in case of emergency, as had happene 
second of the 1 964 incidents. This is not an argu 
exonerate the Soviet Union, it is a technical p 
^considcLation. 

: Why did these events, widely separated in ti 

showing continuity and development of tec 
happen when they did? In the case of the 1964 in 
the answer seems dear: what triggered them was 
availability of a new technology of electronic inti 
gathering by satellite. And after the disastrous 
ambitious start. Ferrets settled down for their 


operations for many years without raising 


aircraft waiQlyuig-jn tojO^^USjJLhi^i>otdcrfci>f the Soviet 

'rC - -• — <•- 


"UnionT Subsequent identification as a civilian aircraft 
would offer protection against the otherwise imminent 
attack. For the first intrusion, the Soviet Union gave it the 
benefit^of the.doubr, it does not seem in any case to have 
been nvrr a hinhlv sensitive area: but when it made a second 


diplomatic storms. What happened to disturb this 
affairs? If, before, the essence of the matter was th 
of new technology, would one be correct in suspec 
technology again? What new technology? 

An article in Spaceflight, May 1982, “The Milit 
in the Shuttle", by Gerald L. Borrowman, make 
fact which should sur prise no-on e, namely that 
Department of Defense has a major role in the utili 
the Space Shuttle, as no doubt its counterpart in tf 
has in the utilization of Soviet manned spacecr 
article quotes from statements made to the 
Annmnriniinnt TVfmse Subcommittee. Former Z 1 


: mr Approved For Release 2009/06/22 : CIA-RDP86M00017R001 20091 0005-1 rrcc j tot h c r.ccd fnr '*3 uv. 



Approved For Release 2009/06/22 : CIA-RDP86M00017R001 20091 0005-1 


Ferret satellite diagram produced by the Soviet 
Union of ter the KAL 007 shoot-down m September 
- J9S4 t published hi Pravda. Times shmvn convert to 
CM T by deduction of four hours 



Ferret satellite diagram produced by Western y 
observer group at the lime of the first shoot-down 
incident f hitherto unpublished . Date January 28 1 
1964. Diagram shows that the aircraft (a T-39 jet 
trainer was destroyed at 14.02 GMT , while the 
satellite was still over the Mediterranean. The 
sotelhte (designated 64432) made its closest approach 
to the incident area three minutes later # and was 
dun about 40° elevation above the horizon 

that the information includes judgements by people the passed i n a regio n some 1400 to 2000mi to the south of the 

President directly trust,/ Lt Gen. Thomas Stafford incident «anr discreet distance, but amply close w 

indicated that The mam thing that space will evolve is, to involve the Shuttle in its command, comrol and 

start with, command and control communications. Today communications role in the conducting of the extended 

^ * ,„d space 

POS f C ° U d *“ U ' ,I,Z S r f. ,ay “ tc f Ili,es vcr ? Have been grossly remiss to have neglected an opportunity 

resource/ ** far . “ comm,nd of al1 your forc « »"<j to gain o perational experience with the Shuttle In nn> 0 fZ 

resources. So J can see command, control and designated military functions, even if, at this early stage of 

communications being the first step a, far as the military Shuttle exploitation, its involvement was experimentafand 

applications. Evidently a military command and control not vital. It is possible that, in its orbital passes to the south 

dolin' 1 ° r n» l W * natUra Snd Ic C‘“ ma,e Soal of Shuttle of the Soviet Union, it would have been advantageously 

development placed to eavesdrop electronically on emergency 

Where was the Shuttle on August 31/1 September? On communic ations str eaming c ast and west a cross the USSR 

30 August, Miss)ori STS-8 had lifttfd off from Cape between tKTTar Eastern Com mandTand^t h c^cTi tre~o7 

Canaveral at 06.32 GMT, that is 36 hours before the Korean political control in Moscow; and presumably, to form and 

airliner reached the final tragic minutes of its flight. The pass on an instantaneous assessment of the way the political 

Shuttle was launched eastwards a. the unusual local time of situation was developing. How Important thh kind of role 

02.32, the first night-time launch, into an orbit at 28'// mig^U* if nuclear war werclwmm^ 

.Dd, nation. It would not fly over the Soviet Union, nor ~I, is woTTh iSSESg ««Ke SKGuiTjS sse, in greater detail 

d.rectly over the area where the incident was i destined to The first would have occurred with the most northerly poini 

,1 P »S“ ^ , • ’"i 55 N ‘° m P ar f d of the orbit, at 28'// north latitude, just to the soufh of 

Shu. ^ rcached b >\ th , c J a P™, about 133°E. The Shuttle would have pas^ 
Shuttle nuwevec^he bcgmniog of us twenty-third, through this point at 15.44 GMT on August 31 at the 

twenty-fourth and twenfpirtfrorb-ITCuwasnying.inaduc beginning of its 23rd orbit, at a time when rlfJvVnJ,' 

easterly direction changing gradually towards south- 

easterly, at and near rhis most northerly latitude, in its ifieftr.iis ,•/. c.„ -ru_ . _ r . >+f ‘ l 

closest approache Approved For Release 2009/06/22 : CIA-RDP86M00017R001200910005-1 0 3,rcraU mct « 
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the preparaiory stage of the exercise. The Fcrrcl had 
already made its first pass, uvc/lhc Itcring Sea. 'Hie airliner 
approached the Kamchatka'' coast at 16.30 GMT, a* ||, C . 

Ferret was making its sccorftl pass, over the Sea of Okhotsk. 

TlI. .* _ * 


achieved these objectives. The earlier launch time would 
equally have done so, and would have provided tighter co- 
ord, not, on with the exits from Soviet airspace markimf 
Mages 2) and 3). For example, at the end the Shuttle would 
have appeared at 18.34, about ten minutes after the 


• «... v. ,..*.ron£ its second pass, u*li mu ju ui wKiitusK. 

This time is given as exactly the momen t when intrusion 
into Soviet airspace' began . ~fhe~^fTu tile’s second 

appearance came when the aircraft had completed its was ra.ner man li minutes a» 

passage across the Kamchatka peninsula and had started to operation are «^d U «o^ki r S ,Ca, ^ !1 Y , ? fi ‘V h . rn,, B , *«Ul the 

cross the Sea of Okhotsk, temporarily leaving Soviet kev annm “ty* ^“S determines 

airspace behind. The Shuttle flew cast and slightly south 

C ' hlna ^ ca *° *bc nwih of Taiwan, at about 
17.16 GMT.. This was about halfway between the first and 
second intrusions: the mid-point of the operation. 


Delayed launch 


The final, fatal phase began as the Korean airliner 
approached us next Soviet landfall, at 18.05 GMT on 
Southern Sakhalin, co-ordinated once again with the orbit 
of the Ferret, which at this moment was to the south of 
Yakutsk and travelling towards Korea. To pass over 
Southern Sakhalin, the airliner had to deviate som ewhat 0 n 

. ThcramusthaVe 

been confidence that the airliner would Jurvivc', and 
therefore presumably continue its flight to Seoul, where it 
might arrive towards 20.00. According to f his calculation, it 
would complete its passage across Southern Sakhalin, turn 
^?^^<2tUP_asouth. westerly heading, and so depart f^mT 
Soviet airspace bTTSout 18.40. This is when the Shuttle 
would appear for the third time. At 18.51, beginning its 
twenty-fifth orbit, it flew over the East China Sea in the 
region of Taiwan qn^Uamc^P-UiC^ . | n 

other words, ,ust after the final singe would haTc'bccn 
completed. It must have been a strangely empty moment. 

1 njaR^u^.an^Aj.igfl was no longer there. Wcmldjlhave 
»lf»^ lbeen kno wn what had happen,^ 

The Sovict-bniun had apparently reacted in relaxed 
lasnion to the Kamchatka intrusion. Ity its own account it 
scrambled its interceptors at 16.37 — seven minutes after 
penetration of its airspace — and discontinued the 
interception at 17.08 when Kamchatka had been cleared It ‘ 
displayed keener concern as Sakhalin was approached Six 
interceptors were scrambled at 17.42 — twenty-three 
minutes before the Korean airliner, by turning west, re- 
entered Soviet airspace. It therefore did so with a sizeable 
escort repeatedly attempting to contact it on the 
international emergency frequency nr 121.5MHz, and the 
lojc (her efforts ar 

?p«JuwMwaaaa 

aircraft was cXfeaiidy allowed to complete the crossing of 
Southern Sakhalin. This took 19 min and the aircraft was 
attacked at 18.24, north cast or Pravda. It mu st be asked ‘ 
whether the Soviet Union did not m ake diffi^T^TflTT^Fr 
in delaying for so long. The airliner came down at 18.38, so 
far out to sea that essential operations to examine wreckage 
for whatever clandestine equipment might have been 
corned became an arduous task of deep-sea recovery in 
competition with the USA. 

Reverting to the Shuttlc^it is interesting to note that the 
pre-announced time of launch was 06.15 GMT on August 
30 and that rain delayed thcactual launch until 06.32, that is 
for 17 minutes. If the plans for the Shuttle as a 
communications, command and control post called for in- 
nrbu situation reviews, as surmised above, I ) just before 2) 
at the mid-point, ar 1 - - • • - - 

operation, then iK. Approved For Release 2009/06/22 


I . «v»w ■ i vivvji, j fkJS uclCfminct 

key approaches wnlun a minute or leu. The Shuttle role 

accommodates less critical co-ordination. - 

The necessity of imposing a countdown hold in 
-F-qqd'iJonsj!LhjRtUlHrP.idi.iy seems genuine. The Shuttle 

hydr r oe1rI ank j°' ds Cry ° e ^ nic Propellants, including liquid 
M ogen,. ? nd despite the precaution of spray-on foam 

m ulat, on tends ,p tee up.. The bunch control has to 
satisfied that JJLfitvc r i c ond itions this tendency will not 

OnTakhT^nicciwc-,hX™^ 

military purposes, when speed in mounting a bunc*!! 

im 2 ’ ^ US dcscr,bcd - Joubt this would have been 

impossible to view as anything other than . 

involvement, and the role of the Shuttle did not demand 
this degree of proximity. The second is that the Soviet 
Union cannot have failed to observe the relationship of the 
l h JiL 1 leiil!ShlPi.tittojhe develo pment oGhTi TiT^^r^r 

Sr iy alCrt ‘° Ihc 

the Shuttle, as a Tass statement coinciding with theblTirh 
made dear: it claimed that one of the crew's tasks was to 
help the I entagon replace ''spy-satellites-. 1, j s interesting 

• therefore, that in the great volume of apparently hmhk 
factual material and analysts subsequently published by°,he 
Sovte Union there has been no further reference to the 
Shuttle. I lie question of Shuttle involvement is i n some 
ways a specially sensitive one, and it could be tha he W 

• H n,nn c » , |' , dcred ir^joahlejin^ , 0 withhold it from 
^UlWpJliic deba^Thc third is tha, the launch tim had 
been set about one month in advance, and other rdcvTnt 
aspects of this particular Shuttle mission even earlier which 

opcra*ionf’ ,VCa ,,mCSC3lC ^ thc£CSta,ion 0 ftbc intelligence 

A diplomatic situation suddenly arose which neither 
party can have desired. That the US Jo 

seriously credit the possibility of the Korean airliner be"ng 
brought down tragically underlines the dangers of 
miscalculation. There had been previous intelligence 
inspired modems mvolving civilian aircraft, in all of which 

lhar .h Craf< ^ ad s ‘ ,rv,v ^ d » and « m, Cht have been thought 1 
that they nad confirmed the protected status of civil aircraft • 
caught in suspicious circumstances.* The US President 5 
^m^day^bSLimpiiing this in a broadcast beamed to the ‘ 
Soviet people, when he appeared iq^ndc^hat no 
circumstances would the US .hwdTwTJli^V ^ivj ! 
airliner. However, the President was handling a political • 
crtsis which could well Have^J^political disa^er for ‘ 
himself and his party, if in tHe immediate emotional 
reaction^^cjiadjning^d any suspicion of US complicity. 


r\ 


The closest comparison to KAL 007 is the South Koreari ^ 
airliner which made what is nerhun* -upbemisticallv % 
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US An Fore RCIU. modifnJBcm, 707 


Ht h»d therefore to nice swift action uUaouJK^haa itiKlIitencc-e.tltcrilt. operation 

•4>J&!!£!LjSU^^ the Soviet Union, at whatever TfifeeKM b^nSfeSS^Sc- w • ■ 

cost in embittered relations. He had to lean heavily on the invcsticative £‘_ “ 15 °. n . lhc P an of 


cost in embittered relations. He had to lean heavily on the 
diplomatic convention which permits a degree of falsehood 
about intelligence operations. And he had in consider 
whether one or more of his principal counsellors had erred, 
balancing the disastrous outcome of the operation with 
whatever compelling necessity may have existed fur 
attempting it. It was perhaps significant that the National 
Security Adviser, reputedly the second most powerful man 


•nvcstigaiive .ournalism which has not pursued the enquiry 
with anythmg like the vigour that might be expected. After 
all, the shout, ng down of KAL 007 with heavy loss of life 
represents the wnrtr t.’nrrf* • 1 , . ,uc 


iikuvy HI Hir 

SwiJw* n e WOn J r ingIc incidcnt «n the whole post- 
orld Vi ar II record oFWg ^S awc.UcJ a ; ions. So lone as it 

remains unapoloeizcd and^nenmrvn.,,^"?.. B 1 


aCC ' P ' ! ha, .‘. he VS Government ,”d 


wceks'latcrf °^cc and transferred to another pos^tii 

Secrel accord? . *] »* US itself that the free press should take up the 

Even so, lhc_p X qjpcc A sJor keeping the matter indefinitely ^ulXincTS^^ ‘° ** Cy 1 nical 

cloaked ,n _ »ecrecy cojj|^ncj’ j ;tJ li yejcc ro eimong. So why the American ores* *hII5d ll' the more reason 
many people would have been involved and aware oftheir answers to every question S cI^VsIm '' "u '° find ,he 
individual contributions, and there , w_ould_ha ye_ bcen_so of tho'se question? ** d ' Hcre are tome 

many leads fo r investigative tournalisis to follow up 1717* What hanoened t« th* k r 

•rp.nrn=,c a. thi, min, revert above all elve to the Soviet Neither by .he US oj the'^^t uS'or'Slh' 

sintultancously or otherwise? Both powerc have 
tophisticatcd underwater detection and recovery 
^lBB£SjJi»hic h would_be well exercised a nd tested in the 
operation, » .hTre Wte no ar c „m7n, of icehS 


appropriately this point to revert above a|l else to the Soviet 
account, and the observation already made that so little 
attention has been paid to it, and ask why? It hardly seems 
the Soviet Union expected instantaneous acceptance. The 
Kirsanov article in Pravda was too icchpically detailed to 
count as a propaganda thrust, and was not presented in this 
way. What is perhaps principally significant is that the 
Soviet Union published t his constructi on of the incident fur 
the US Government to consider; if the Unrecognized it as 
basically correct, then in diplomatic contacts it would be 
embarrassed in trying to maintain the bluff that the airliner 
was not part of an intelligence exercise, whatever posture it 
might endeavour to preserve in public. The publication of 
the . a ?! c,e wou,d *«rve to underline a threat to the 
credibility of the US government, for more disclosure 
loomed, and more lines ofinquiry could be opi ned up. And 
considering the astounding pall of US aneJ^Suxict. 
f 0 yemmen t aj^s il e n cejw H I TcITr ’apicl lyTel f^verjhclejfetw-an d 
which has Been steadfastly maintained, one must wonder if 


th 


c • . tr • i • ' . ’ possioic In nuhlish thr r,.tl 
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impracticability or undue c«,: '^^e cou.dXve 
important evidence to yield, quite apart from the possible 
ultimate retrieval or the flight recorder. Do we not owe it to 
the memory of the 269 people who died to try and establish 
so far as we can all the circumstances oftheir fatal flight? 
he Soviet Union claimed that there were crew members 

h^vTifn “ by implication *h«e must 

have been clajjdcsunc^elccironic equipment, and the Wit-r 

Union at least must hi^s~own-Tpccial interest in 
examining the wreckage. If the US has not bothered to 
continue its recovery effort, docs it know if the Soviet 
Union has continued? 

It would appear from recent accounts that it is still not 
possible In nuhlish thr full mcci> nnr r t: S j j t j s Entirely 
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Thr Shuttle . A{ issinn STS-8' s unusual 
Mf'iir Amur* /r./ M lAr co-ur Juuilim 
of ill orbital rus 'Ct tvillt the progressive 
/w, of the KM 007 incident «* tip «wl 
o hiitf Inter. A command unit 
communications role could have been 
intended. Sucewivf paswt v'creahonl 
J400 lo 2000mi lo th c south — o discreet 
distance, hit near enough for the purpose 



distance, out near rnnug« r—i 

normally be expected to complete the record and no, - as ^ 3 * f^^iS^o^S'oi^IhelnrormafKm available to it through 
. . in Imvp tcnsofnnmes in obscurity. Itisa ! . • ^ wmittl have indicated 


normauV oc cnpclicu vv-.-i ~ , , . , . 

K*cn the case here, lo leave tens of names tn ‘^cunty- l» « > 
simple enough question — who did die on the (light . — and 
should not be beyond the power of modern investigative 

resource to answer. . 

As to the air traffic control authorities which monitored 
the night, whether civilian or military, nothing has ever 
been published to refute the argument that they were in 
crave dereliction of their duties, cither by fading to 
appreciate the danger to the aircraft, or by reacung 
lethargically when the danger was realized. Hus is one of 
many j oints ihaiattcmptcd expla nation^ 

.TT: '.t . r fr-mUu f iil u» ucvoimL jor. Aimllicr 


understood, a lawsuu pcnuu.^-b IT * • . _ / 

for failing to act on the information callable to it through 
its intelligence agencies which woRliL. hay c __»ndi catc»U| 

prompt ntcastires to^lk^^JthcjJanEcr to_t_h^ajrcr^fj. 

^raiyr^hTHTT^wn andTwlial is not known about 
Shuttle (light STS-8? Within recent months there has been 
an amazing development in the US. The Department of 
Defense appears to be questioning the military value of the 
Shuttle, and preparing to withdraw financial support from 
it This is a major reversal of previous policy, and, it would 
’ cm a write-off of the enormous military funding invested 
hr Shuttle development. Ibd it not been for rmbtary 

. . i * . r. . t : r . 


Iclliarmcully wnen u»u — ■ - • cu,,.. .. development. ~ It 

manyp oipIS thaiaitcmptcd exrda natiooslr^^ j, ; s doubtful if the Shuttle programme would cvei 

have matured. It would certainly no, have dune so with lh« 
’objection isthis: a gemume navigational error »«'»» [• • , imm l>er of orbital craft. 

results, observed by U.S. mtelligenccagcaicies, would have Prc.xnt ~ 

* - . i • rr .*«%•*( 4- noiflmn. I 111! U.O. 


•rcsulu.owscrvcuny « 

brought forth a different diplomatic reaction ht U.h. 
would have realized with horror that the Soviet Union had 
erroneously assumed that the (light was intentional, omh 
crave harm to then current cfhimjUia^^ 
buildTmiramr^ Kc^iiswtr 

"would have been to open every door on information aboul 
the (light to try anJ convince the USSR it was mis a u». 
Recovery or ihe wreckage and examination ,r 
navigational equipment would have been a vital part of ih s 

^Thc" South Korean airline, for its part, should cither 
demonstrate that its pilots were cotnpleiely misled by n 

turn raises the question of the present status of the legal 
claims for compensation filed against such parties as lie 
manufacturers of the aircraft, the manubcturcrs _ of the 
nnvipationarequipment, and the airline. There ■. 
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present numl'cr of orbital crall. 

1 las the Shuttle’s inevitably short military record to dat 
re dly been so unimpressive as to warrant this change o 
judgement? If Mission STS-8 is to be ranked ,n this recort 
.L and obviously the Soviet Union thought it was, on th 
evidence of the 7'usi statement coinciding with the launcl 
_ then undoubtedly the bunch delay, due to quite unusu: 
meteorological conditions at the bunch site, underlined 
significant prohlcm. Rot there would have to be Oth 
problems lor the US military to become totall 
disenchanted with such a new plaything. 

Perhaps, therefore, yet another question should t 
asked. If the diplomatic confrontation over KAL 007 wj 
resolved in a sc crct a cc p rd t _did a m_ a^re.crnentj 
.t.-,,illit jmcthc Sliunlc form part of jt? It is a eoncesMc 

wKiclTmHy^crnore acccpta&le to the US military th: 
might at first appear. And it is certainly surprising that tl 
Soviet Union, having publicly incriminated the Shuttle 
the time or STS-8’s bunch, did not refer to tt in tf 
subsequent heated exchanges. 


. 

V/as il hc,d Datk^U^rrrh- 
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